
We the undersigned, students and staff at the University of Sussex (UK), wish to express our                
solidarity with graduate students at the University of California Santa Cruz as they undertake              
strike action. 
 
Those striking have one demand: to be paid enough money to live where they work, to be able                  
to afford rent and food. 
 
We recognise that taking industrial action is never an easy decision, that striking graduate              
students do so from a place of desperation, and also that this strike is connected to and                 
symptomatic of a much larger struggle. All of us in higher education must push back against                
harsh and unrealistic working conditions. We know that to improve working conditions means to              
ensure the best studying conditions. 
 
We urge UCSC to take action, to pay striking students the $1,417pm cost-of-living adjustment              
they demand and need, to end this strike by respecting the health, dignity, and livelihood of                
those who constitute the heart and soul of the university. We also urge the union representing                
graduate students (the UAW) to support their rank-and-file members. 
 
Solidarity! 
 
 
 
Kat Sinclair, PhD student (School of Media, Film and Music) 
Samuel Solomon, Senior Lecturer (School of English) 
Moss Anna G. Ramberg (Doctoral Researcher: Sussex Law School; School of Law, Politics and              
Sociology) 
Robert Furey, Undergraduate Student (School of History, Art History and Philosophy) 
Natalia Cecire, Senior Lecturer (School of English and Centre for American Studies) 
Tom Bamford-Blake, Doctoral Tutor (School of English) 
Arabella Stanger, Lecturer (School of English) 
Talia Fogelman, Undergraduate Student (School of History, Art History and Philosophy) 
Thomas Ebbs, Doctoral Tutor (School of Law, Politics and Sociology) 
Maritsa Tsioupra-Lewis, Undergraduate Student (School of History, Art History and Philosophy) 
Malcolm James, Senior Lecturer  (School of Media Film and Music) 
Matthew King, MA student (School of English)  
Tara Sadik, Undergraduate Student (Brighton And Sussex Medical School) 
Mia Lisa Malaree, Undergraduate Student (School of History, Art History and Philosophy) 
Nehaal Bajwa, PhD Student (School of Education and Social Work) 
Joanna Pawlik, Lecturer in Art History (School of History, Art History and Philosophy) 
Gloria Olajide, Undergraduate Student (School of History, Art History and Philosophy)  
Anne-Marie Angelo, Senior Lecturer (School of History, Art History and Philosophy and Centre             
for American Studies) 
Brian Feng, Undergraduate Student (Brighton and Sussex Medical School) 



Andrew Chitty, Senior Lecturer (School of History, Art History and Philosophy) 
Alison Phipps, Professor of Gender Studies (School of Law, Politics and Sociology) 


