
 
UCSC Alumni Statement In Support of Graduate Student Workers on Strike 
March 10, 2020 
  
We, the undersigned, received our degrees from the University of California, Santa Cruz, and 
now teach and work at institutions of higher learning across the United States and the world. We 
write in support of the graduate student workers on strike and fired from their jobs at UCSC.  
 
Indeed, many of us participated in early efforts to organize and unionize graduate student 
workers in the UC system in the 1990s and early 2000s. We all know too well the adversities 
and precarities experienced by student workers trying to meet rising costs of living on TA 
salaries. We are aghast, appalled, and concerned that our ​alma mater​ would fire 54 Teaching 
Assistants and rescind TAships from others. These actions counter the core principles of UC 
Santa Cruz. Many of these graduate students are international students and/or students of color 
with families, forced to allocate 50-70% of their meager earnings on housing. These actions 
negatively affect the image of the institution and will have pernicious effects in its future 
enrollments both at the undergraduate and graduate levels. 
 
We believe that graduate student workers are key to educating past, present, and future 
generations and to producing quality research at R-1 institutions such as UCSC. The success of 
the University of California depends on equity and just wages for all of its workers. We urge the 
administration to reconsider its actions and we demand that the University of California reinstate 
TAships to all the fired graduate student workers and raise their salaries commensurate with 
COLA.  
  
Signed 
  
Ana Patricia Rodríguez, MA, 1994, PhD, 1998, Literature, UCSC 
Associate Professor, School of Languages, Literatures & Cultures, University of Maryland, 
College Park; former President, Latina/o Studies Association (LSA) (2017-2019)  
 
Roberto R. Heredia, MS, 1991, PhD, 1995, Experimental Psychology, UCSC 
Regents Professor, Department of Psychology and Communication, Texas A&M International 
University 
 
Alicia Ivonne Estrada, MA, 2002, PhD, 2006, Literature, UCSC 
Professor, California State University, Northridge  
 
Gloria E. Chacón, MA, 2003, PhD, 2006, Literature, UCSC 
 
Christopher A. Shinn, MA, 1996, PhD, 2000, Literature, UCSC 
Associate Professor, English, Howard University, Washington, DC 
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Maya Chinchilla, BA, 2000, UCSC; MFA 2011, Mills College 
Author and Lecturer UC Davis  
 
Catrióna Rueda Esquibel, PhD, 1999, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor, Race and Resistance Studies, San Francisco State University  
 
Margot Goldstein, BA, 1997, American Studies, UCSC 
Public K-12 school teacher in Social Science, Los Angeles, CA 
 
Gina Velasco, PhD, 2008, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Assistant Professor, Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Gettysburg College 
 
Michelle Habell-Pallan, MA, 1994, PhD, 1997, Literature, UCSC 
Professor, Gender, Women & Sexuality, University of Washington 
 
Luz Calvo, PhD, 2000, History of Consciousness, UCSC  
Chair, Department of Ethnic Studies, Cal State East Bay 
 
Richard T. Rodriguez, PhD, 2000, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Associate Professor, Media & Cultural Studies, UC Riverside 
 
Sergio de la Mora, PhD, 1999, Literature, UCSC 
Associate Professor, Department of Chicana and Chicano Studies, University of California, 
Davis 
 
Christopher Breu, PhD, 2000, Literature, UCSC 
Professor of English, Illinois State University 
 
Samuel Steinberg, BA, 2000, Literature, UCSC 
Associate Professor of Spanish and Comparative Literature, USC 
 
Catherine Newman, PhD, 2000, Literature, UCSC 
Writer 
 
Lee A. Ritscher, PhD, 2005, Literature, UCSC 
Adjunct lecturer, CSU Monterey Bay 
 
Suzana Huerta, MA., 2001, Education, UCSC  
Tenured instructor at Foothill College; Puente Program Coordinator; Honors Institute 
Coordinator  
 
Judith Haas, PhD, 2000, Literature UCSC 
Associate Professor of English, Rhodes College 
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Héctor Tobar, BA, 1985, Sociology and Latin American Studies, Oakes College, UCSC 
Associate Professor of English, Literary Journalism and Chicano/Latino Studies, UC Irvine 
 
Lisa Guerrero, MA, 1998, PhD, 2001, Literature, UCSC 
Associate Professor of Comparative Ethnic Studies, Washington State University 
 
Belinda Lum, PhD, BA, Sociology, Cowell College, 1996, UCSC  
Professor of Sociology, Sacramento City College 
 
Stuart Christie, MA, 1993, PhD, 1998, Literature, UCSC 
Professor of English and Head of Department, Hong Kong Baptist University 
 
Kristen Cheney, PhD, 2004, Anthropology, UCSC 
Associate Professor of Children & Youth Studies, International Institute of Social Studies, The 
Hague, Netherlands 
 
Conal Ho, PhD, 2012, Anthropology, UCSC 
Senior IRB Specialist, Duke University, US 
Institutional Review Board Member, Duke Kunshan University, China 
 
Lindsay Kelley, PhD, 2009, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Senior Lecturer, UNSW Art & Design 
Honorary Research Fellow Department of Gender and Cultural Studies, the School of 
Philosophical and Historical Inquiry, the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences in association with 
Sydney Environment Institute, the University of Sydney 
 
Alejandra Castañeda, PhD, 2003, Cultural Anthropology, UCSC 
Adjunct Chicana/o Studies Dept, San Diego City College 
 
Ulrika Dahl, PhD, 2004, Cultural Anthropology and Women’s Studies, UCSC 
Professor of Gender Studies, Uppsala University, Sweden  
 
Reyna Grande, BA, 1999, Literature, UCSC. Author  
  
Gordon Bigelow, PhD, 1998, Literature, UCSC 
Professor of English, Rhodes College, Memphis, TN 
 
Kami Chisholm, PhD, 2007, History of Consciousness and Feminist Studies, UCSC 
Filmmaker and Artistic Director of the Toronto Queer Film Festival 
 
Floridalma Boj Lopez, PhD, American Studies, 2008; BA, UCSC  
Assistant Professor of Sociology, California State University, Los Angeles 
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Lena Sawyer, PhD, 2000, Cultural Anthropology, UCSC 
Associate Professor of Social Work, Gothenburg University, Sweden 
 
Russ Castronovo, PhD, 1992, Literature, UCSC 
Director of the Center for the Humanities 
Tom Paine Professor of English, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
Ingrid Walker, PhD, 1992, Literature, UCSC 
Associate Dean of Student Support and Curriculum 
Associate Professor of American Studies, University of Washington, Tacoma 
 
Maylei Blackwell, PhD, 2000, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Associate Professor, Chicana and Chicano Studies, University of California, Los Angeles 
 
Deborah R. Vargas, PhD, 2003, Sociology, UCSC 
Associate Professor, Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Rutgers University 
 
Leslie Bow, PhD, 1993, Literature, UCSC 
Vilas Distinguished Achievement Professor, English and Asian American Studies, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison  
 
Gregory Jay, Porter College 1975, UCSC 
Professor and Chair, Department of English, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
 
Katie King, Joint BA, 1975, Literature and Anthropology, Cowell College; PhD, 1987, History of 
Consciousness, UCSC  
Professor Emerita Women’s Studies, University of Maryland, College Park 
 
Yajaira M. Padilla, BA,1998, Lit and Chicano/Latino and Latin American Studies, UCSC 
Associate Professor, English and Latin American and Latino Studies, University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville 
 
Karina Zelaya, BA, 2004, English (Cultural Studies), UCSC; MA, Spanish, 2007, PhD, Spanish 
2013, UC Davis  
Assistant Professor of Spanish, Mississippi State University 
 
Victoria Banales, PhD, 2005, Literature and Feminist Studies, UCSC 
English Faculty, Cabrillo College, Aptos, California 
 
Ekua Omosupe, MA, 1989, PhD, 1997, Literature and Feminist Studies, UCSC  
English Faculty, Cabrillo College, Aptos, California 
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Elena Creef, PhD, 1994, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor of Women’s & Gender Studies, Wellesley College 
 
David Delgado Shorter, PhD, 2002, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor, World Arts and Cultures/Dance, UCLA 
 
Jude Todd, PhD, 1986, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Lecturer Emerita, Writing, UCSC 
 
Jerry Miller, PhD, 2001, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Associate Professor, Philosophy and Comparative Literature, Haverford College 
 
Michelle Morton, PhD, 2005, Literature, UCSC  
Library Faculty, Cabrillo College, Aptos, California 
 
Heather Waldroup, PhD, 2004, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor of Art History and Associate Director of the Honors College, Appalachian State 
University 
 
Justin Paulson, PhD, 2005, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Associate Professor, Sociology and Political Economy, Carleton University, Ottawa 
 
Trevor Joy Sangrey, PhD, 2012, History of Consciousness and Feminist Studies, UCSC 
Asst. Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, Washington University in St. Louis 
 
Karen deVries, PhD, 2014, History of Consciousness and Feminist Studies, UCSC 
Instructor, Philosophy at University of Colorado, Colorado Springs 
 
Maurice Stevens, PhD, 2000, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor, Department of Comparative Studies, Ohio State University 
 
Sharon Traweek, PhD, 1982, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Associate Professor, Gender Studies Department, UCLA 
 
Laura Kang, PhD, 1995, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor of Gender & Sexuality Studies, UC Irvine 
 
Natalie Loveless, PhD, 2010, History of Consciousness & History of Art & Visual Culture, UCSC 
Associate Professor, Contemporary Art and Theory, University of Alberta 
 
J. Kehaulani Kauanui, PhD, 2000, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor of American Studies and Anthropology, Wesleyan University 
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Melinda Luisa de Jesus, PhD, 1995, Literature/American Studies, UCSC 
Associate Professor and former Chair, Diversity Studies, California College of the Arts 
 
Nancy D. Campbell, PhD, 1995, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor and Department Head of Science and Technology Studies, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, and former GSEA/UAW organizer 
 
Candace Falk, PhD, 1984, History of Consciousness, UCSC  
Editor/ Director, The Emma Goldmans Papers, UC Berkeley 
 
Mark Reinhardt, PhD, 1991, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Class of 1956 Professor of American Civilization and Chair of the Department of Political 
Science, Williams College 
 
Patricia White, PhD, 1993, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor and Chair, Department of Film and Media Studies, Swarthmore College 
 
Claudia Castaneda, PhD, 1997, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Sr. Scholar in Residence, Emerson College 
 
Beth Ghiloni, PhD, 1986, Sociology, UCSC 
Associate Professor of Marketing, Central Connecticut State University 
 
Gillian M. Goslinga, PhD, 2006, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Former Assistant Professor of Cultural Anthropology and Science in Society Studies, Wesleyan 
University (2009-2014) 
 
Alan P. Rudy, PhD, 1995, Sociology, UCSC 
Associate Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Social Work, 
Central Michigan University 
 
Ilene Feinman, PhD, 1997, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Dean and Professor, College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences 
California State University, Monterey Bay 
 
Anna Sandoval, PhD, 1995, Literature, UCSC 
Professor, Department of Chicano and Latino Studies, California State University, Long Beach 
 
Alexis Shotwell, PhD, 2006, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada 
 
Joanne Barker, PhD, 2000, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor and Chair, American Indian Studies, San Francisco State University 

6 



 
María Ochoa, PhD, 1995, History of Consciousness, UCSC  
Professor Emerita Sociology-Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, San José State University 
 
Thomas C. Marshall, BA, 1972, UCSD; PhD, 1997, Literature, UCSC 
Instructor, English, Cabrillo College, Aptos, California (Retired) 
 
Andrew Penn, BA, 1994, Psychology, UCSC; MS, 2005, Nursing, UCSF  
Associate Clinical Professor, School of Nursing, UC San Francisco  
 
Jennifer Terry, BA, 1980, Politics, UCSC; MLIS, 1983, UC Berkeley; PhD, 1992, History of 
Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor and Chair, Department of Gender & Sexuality Studies, UC Irvine 
 
Macarena Gómez-Barris, BA, 1992, Third World Studies, UC San Diego; MA, 1998, Latin 
American Studies, UC Berkeley; PhD, 2004, Sociology, UCSC 
Professor and Chair Social Science and Cultural Studies, Pratt Institute  
 
Catherine John, PhD, 1997, Literature, UCSC  
Associate Professor of English, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma 
 
Sherrie Tucker, PhD, 1999, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor, American Studies, University of Kansas 
 
Amanda Konradi, PhD, 1994, Sociology, UCSC 
Associate Professor of Sociology, Loyola University Maryland 
 
Tera Martin, MA, 1996, PhD, 2000, Literature, UCSC 
Faculty Director, Integrated Learning Center, and English Faculty, Cabrillo College, Aptos, 
California 
 
Martin Garcia, MA, 2013, Literature, UCSC 
Professor of English, Cabrillo College, Aptos, California 
 
W. Mark Cobb, PhD, 2007, History of Consciousness, UCSC 
Professor of Philosophy & Humanities, Bucks County Community College, Pennsylvania 
 
Marie “Keta” Miranda, PhD, 2000, History of Consciousness, UCSC  
Professor, University of Texas at San Antonio 
 
Lynet Uttal, PhD, 1993, Sociology, UCSC 
Professor, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
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